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Vjeran Kursar, Nenad Moačanin, Kornelija Jurin Starčević

Introduction

The majority of the articles in this volume were presented at the workshop “The 
Latest Edition of Evliya Çelebi’s Seyahatname: The Account of New Insights” held at 
the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb, on June 23-24,  
2016, organized by Kornelija Jurin Starčević, Vjeran Kursar and Nenad Moačanin. 
The workshop was a part of the project “Evliya Chelebi and Croats: New 
Perspectives” under the leadership of Nenad Moačanin and funded by Croatian 
Science Foundation (project No. 9215). Other members of the project team based 
at the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb, were Marta 
Andrić, Ekrem Čaušević, Kornelija Jurin Starčević and Vjeran Kursar. The focus of 
the workshop was on the next-to-autograph edition of the Seyahatname (TSMK 
Bağdat/Revan Köşk), “The Book of Travels” of the 17th century “world traveller 
and boon companion to mankind,” Evliya Çelebi. Since the latest ten-volumes edi-
tion has appeared, important, sometimes huge differences are noticed as a result 
of comparative analysis of the parts referring to Western Balkans with previously 
available versions of the Seyahatname. Thus, the main goal of this joint effort was to 
further elucidate this kind of discrepancies, focused either on particular areas of the 
Ottoman Empire, or on more general features of Evliya’s narrative.

In addition to local team and specialists for wider Balkan region, Aleksandar 
Fotić (University of Belgrade) and Slobodan Ilić (Near East University, Nicosia), 
the workshop was attended by renowned “Evliyologists” such as Jean-Louis Bacqué-
Grammont (CNRS, Paris), Robert Dankoff (University of Chicago), Hakan 
Karateke (University of Chicago), Nuran Tezcan (Bilkent University, Ankara) 
and Semih Tezcan (Bilkent University, Ankara). Unfortunately, one of the greatest 
Turkish experts on Evliya Çelebi, Semih Tezcan, passed away in 2017, and did not 
manage to finish his text for the present volume. We would like to dedicate this vol-
ume to his memory.

The book “Evliya Çelebi in Borderlands: New Insights and Novel Approaches 
to the Seyahatname (Western Balkans and Iran Sections)” is focused on two bor-
derlands of the Ottoman Empire, the Western Balkans, i.e. Bosnia and Croatia 
(with Serbia), bordering the territories of the Republic of Venice and the Habsburg 
Monarchy, in the west, and Safavid ruled Iran and Azerbaijan, in the east.

Evliya’s attitudes toward borderland locals, Muslims and non-Muslims, Christian 
“infidels” and Shi’ite “heretics,” are analyzed in several articles. In the first article 
in the volume, “Evliya Çelebi’s Balkan Travels and his Attitude toward the Other,” 
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Nuran Tezcan analyzes Evliya’s positive and negative attitudes toward non-Muslims 
in the Balkans with reference to his perception of the infidel. Robert Dankoff ’s 
article “A Puzzling Passage in Evliya Çelebi’s Description of Croatia” explores the 
Ottoman travellers’ description of the town of Drniš and focuses on his bizarre re-
action towards the scene of burial and peculiar mourning rituals of fallen soldiers by 
the locals. This text in particular shows that Evliya’s perception of local population 
may have been peculiar, disregarding confessional affiliation and an issue of other-
ness. In the article “Ottoman Osijek as Seen by Evliya Çelebi,” Nenad Moačanin uses 
data from the Evliya’s travelogue as a source for urban history of the town of Osijek 
in Slavonija. In combination with archival sources, the picture of the urban develop-
ment of the town was substantially revisited and amended. Vjeran Kursar in the arti-
cle “Evliya Çelebi and Drinking Culture in the Western Balkans in the Seventeenth 
Century” analyzes Evliya’s depiction of various alcoholic and semi-alcoholic drinks 
in Bosnia and Croatia, as well as his perception of local drinking culture, as an inte-
gral part of description of peoples and their customs in towns and villages he visited. 
The author establishes certain similarities between drinking patterns in the west-
ern borderlands of Bosnia, Dalmatia, Croatia and Albania and those in the eastern 
borderlands of Safavid Iran. The next two articles survey Ottoman eastern border-
lands and Safavid Iran and Azerbaijan. Fariba Zarinebaf (University of California, 
Riverside) in the article “Evliya Çelebi in Azerbaijan: The Economic and Religious 
Landscape of a Borderland Region in the Seventeenth Century” analyzes Evliya’s re-
port on this contested and porous borderland and his notes on rural and urban life, 
ethnic and confessional composition and relations, and economic and social condi-
tions. Jean-Louis Bacqué-Grammont and Mohammadreza Abbasi Naderpoor’s (Bu-
Ali Sina University, Hamadan) article “Notes et documents sur l'histoire urbaine de 
Hamadan d’Evliya Çelebi à nos jours” represents a contribution to the urban history 
of the town of Hamadan in the western Iran from the time of Evliya Çelebi to pres-
ent day. This article once again confirms the importance of Evliya Çelebi’s accounts 
for the field of urban history, as displayed by Moačanin on the example of the west-
ern borderlands. Inclusion of these two studies on the Ottoman eastern borderlands 
provides an opportunity for a comparison with the situation in the western border-
lands, concerning topics related to economic and social history, urbanization, ethnic 
and confessional relations, etc.

Hakan T. Karateke in his article, “How did the Volume Arrangement of Evliya 
Çelebi’s Travel Account Evolve?” examines the earlier conceptual stages of the trav-
elogue and the development of the idea of the book’s structure.

The last block of articles analyzes the reception and uses of the Evliya Çelebi’s trav-
elogue in historiography of countries of the Western Balkans. Aleksandar Fotić ex-
amines this topic in the article “Receptions of Evliya Çelebi’s Seyahatname in Serbian 
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Historiography” on the example of Serbia, while Kornelija Jurin Starčević analyzes 
the example of Croatia in the article “The Autograph of Evliya Çelebi’s Seyahatname 
as a ‘New’ Source for Croatian History: Preliminary Survey of Some Selected 
Examples.” The comparison of traditionally used translation of Hazim Šabanović 
based on the late 19th century censured İkdam edition and the recently published 
autograph in Latin transcription by Yapı Kredi Yayınları is the main topic of the last 
two articles as well, that of Slobodan Ilić, “On Misreadings, Deliberate Leaving-Outs, 
Second-Hand Translations, and Lazy Editors: The Forthcoming Edition of Evliya 
Çelebi’s Book of Travel Through Bosnia and Dalmatia, and Some Critical Remarks 
on Previous Editions of the Related Chapters,” and Marta Andrić’s “The Prototype 
and Tentative Variants of the Croatian Translation of the Seyahatname.” Ilić recon-
structs the translation and editing process of the Seyahatname of both Šabanović and 
modern Turkish scholars’ edition published by YKY based on the comparison with 
the autograph. Andrić discusses the value of the authoritative Šabanović’s translation 
despite its limitations as a stepping stone for future translations.

Following the wish of the authors, the type of transliteration system for Ottoman 
Turkish text was left to decide to individual authors according to personal preferen-
ces. This decision will not represent an obstacle to Ottomanist specialists, while we 
hope it will not confuse general readers either.

The editors would like to thank Croatian Science Foundation for financial sup-
port of the project, reviewers Anđelko Vlašić and Joshua White for valuable com-
ments and suggestions, and, last but not least, publisher Damir Agičić and publish-
ing house Srednja Europa for support, help and patience that made the publication 
of this volume possible.
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